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The year 4, 5 and 6 Beacon Curriculum builds on learning from EYFS year 1, 2 and 3
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	Team-building and establishing learning culture
	

What was life like in Ancient in Egypt?
	Harvest and community
	
How does modern day farming compare in Egypt and Cumbria?
	Church service- Christmas firsts
	
How do forests in UK compare to the Amazon rainforest? 

	Jesus on trial
	
What do we know about the Roman empire and its impact on Britain and our local area? 

	

	
5



	
	
Why did the Anglo Saxons invade Britain?
	History of harvest
	
Who were the Vikings and what impact did they have on Britain? 
	Christmas and Community
	
What’s it like in Space and what impact have America and USA had on the space industry?
	Forgiveness and Church service
	

What’s it like to camp outdoors? 
	

What legacy did Ancient Greece leave on the Western world? 
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What’s it like to live in a big city? 

	Harvest and injustice


	
How did World War 2 change the way we live today?
	Peace at Christmas
	How did World War 2 change the way we live today?
	How can we make the most of the wonderful area we line in?
	New start
Church service
	

What was Baghdad like curing ancient civilisation?



	
Why do natural disasters occur and what can we do to protect our environment?
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Year 6 Overviews









Yr 6 Spring 
	Spring 1 – WW2 continued 
Spring 2 – What can we do to protect our environment?
Key Text
Friend or Foe by Michael Morpurgo
River Boy by Tim Bowler


Key subjects leading learning
Spring 1 topic driven by History and Science 
Spring 2 topic driven by Geography and DT




Overview of learning
What are the key learning threads?
The children will continue to study WW2 as a key historical event in Britain and will consider life both during and after the events within the war. They will look at how those back home on the home front had their lives affected and will also consider how the lives of children were impacted. In the second half on the term, the children will explore ways that they can look after and preserve our local environment. Children will learn about the impact of flooding in our local area and gain an insight into the measures that are being used to mitigate these risks.
 How will our Christian Values be explored?
The main Christian values that will be explored through this topic are courage, compassion and hope. Children will grow in empathy for others especially through their learning on WW2 but also through learning about the experiences of local people who have been impacted by flooding. The children will learn about ways people can show courage either through fighting in conflict, stepping into new roles which may be outside their comfort zones or standing up to make a change to benefit others. They will then consider how they themselves can make courageous decisions. Finally, the children will consider how hope features in both of these topics. They will consider and evaluate how key people during WW2 had to have hope in addition to those affected by flooding and how we ourselves can learn from their hopefulness. 

What will the focus be for children’s learning
The children will continue their study of WW2 Britain in Spring 1 where they will delve deeper into the lives of those affected by the war. The children will explore rationing, schooling and evacuation in History. In Science, they will study light and will link their learning on this to the Blitz in wartime Britain and how civilians used their knowledge of light to protect themselves from bombing. To enhance their Science learning, children will visit The Life Centre at Newcastle to learn more about how light travels. In the second half of the Spring term, children will learn about ways in which they can protect the local environment. They will learn about rivers and conservation in Geography and will focus on localised flooding in recent years. Linking with this, in DT the children will research, design and make houses to withstand flooding. 
In their Outdoor Learning lessons, children will use tools for whittling and will also look at basic first aid. This will be enhanced by a visit from the Fire Brigade who will teach the children CPR. In PE, we will focus on basketball and will end the unit by giving the children the opportunity to play wheelchair basketball to raise awareness of difference and diversity. The children will hear an inspirational story from a Paralympian who demonstrates all of our school values through his life story. 

















Learning about WW2 and protecting our local environment at home:
·  Children research The Blitz in Britain and create their own informative leaflet
· Children research the Lake District and groups who work to conserve it as an area of natural beauty
· Children create their own art work on the theme of our local area




Subjects taught discretely in this project
PE –Rugby, gymnastics and basketball (Sp1) Basketball (Sp2)
RE – Religion and Science links to God’s creation (Sp1) How is the resurrection portrayed as central to Christian beliefs? (Sp2)
Computing – Online safety and quizzing (Sp 2)
PSHE – Keeping safe(S1)  and rights and responsibilities (S2)
Music – Benjamin Britten (S1) Carol King (S2)
French –Sport (S1) Hobbies (S2)
Outdoor Learning: Tools and first aid
Science: Light (S1) Animals including humans (S2)




Enhancing Learning
This term the children will engage in a visit to The Life Centre in Newcastle to enhance their learning on Light in Science. 


Wheelchair basket ball - PE

Subjects linked to the project learning
History: WW2
English: Historical story writing 

Geography: Rivers and conservation 
DT: Houses to withstand flooding 
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