Yr 4 Spr 1 - How do forests in UK compare to the Amazon rainforest? 
Egypt?
Key Text
The Explorer by Katherine Rundell
Overview of learning
What are the key learning threads?
Learning will focus on key places such as the Amazon Rainforest and local environment (school grounds and UK forests). This love and understanding of our natural world both on our doorstep and internationally will be driven throughout the project. The children will also be introduced to new ideas through exploring and understanding that humans can have an effect on the environment both positive and negative. The children will also look at importance of people in the preservation and conservation of our forests and rainforests. These include International conservation groups and the forestry commission. The children will also learn about the Kayapo tribe within Art lessons. 
How will our Christian Values be explored?
The two school values that will underpin this project are courage and joy. Children will learn about people who have worked hard to conserve the natural environments within our world and how courage was essential for those people to speak out and influence change. Joy will also feature. Children will learn to develop an appreciation of our natural world and will be able to recognise how people find their own joy in certain locations and views. Children will learn to develop their own love of the local environment and appreciate its natural beauty and appeal worldwide.
What will the focus be for children’s learning
The children will learn a huge amount about The Amazon rainforest including the layers, the challenges it faces and also habitats that live within it. They will know all twelve countries of South America and understand the location of the Amazon rainforest. Having previously studied. Children will get the opportunity to learn about animals from the Amazon rainforest within science lessons and will learn key skills such as classification and how animals adapt to their environment. The children will also learn about and know the negative impact that humans can have on a natural habitat by studying impact on a particular food web. There will be a distinct focus on deforestation and how this is impacting climate change. The children will also play a vital role in impacting locally through planting trees. In outdoor learning, the children will visit a local forest. They will directly compare the layers of a forest with that of a Tropical rainforest. They will use the time in the forest to be introduced to the art of whittling as the children explore tools that can be used in the outdoors. The final aspect of outdoor learning will be an introduction to first aid with an opportunity to learn about the basics of CPR and also practise putting each other in the recovery position. In Design and Technology, they will be inspired from their study of South America and make a “Rio Carnival-inspired” backpack by refining their textiles skills. In art, the children will learn about collage and use it to make their very own tribal mask.

Key subjects leading learning
This project is driven by both Science and geography














Subjects linked to the project learning
Science- Living things and animals including humans
Geography: Forests and rainforests in UK and South America
Art: Collage
Design and technology -Textiles/ design and create a carnival back-pack
Outdoor Learning: Tools and first aid


Subjects taught discretely in this project
PE –Gymnastics, dance and basketball
RE – Christians contributions and beliefs on poverty and wealth (S1) Christians and Easter (S2)
Computing – Making music
PSHE – Keeping safe  / rights and responsibilities
Music – Rap (S1) Gospel (S2)
French – Family tree (S1) Carnivals (S2)


Enhancing Learning
This project will be enriched through visits to Tropical world in Leeds and also a local forest. They will have a visit from the fire brigade who will take them through a heart start programme. The outdoor will feature heavily as the children understand and contribute to protecting their local environment. 







Learning about The Amazon Rainforst at home:
· Research Brazil and compare it’s culture and traditions with Penrith. 
· Research some of the animals that might be found in the Amazon rainforest and make a fact file about some of these. 
· Research ways that we can support conservation efforts around the world. 



