
The Beacon Curriculum
YEAR 1

Project title

English Key 

Texts
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Volume and capacity
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Science 

PE

Computing

Art

DT

History

Geography

PSHE

Music

Outdoor 

Learning

Explanation text – 

plants (3 weeks)

Katie and the sunflowers. The day the 

crayons quit. The magic paintbrush

Goldilocks, 3 Little pigs Hansel and Gretel Little 

Red Riding Hood Cinderella Jack and the 

Beanstalk Rumpelstiltskin

Pinocchio by Katie Daynes
Jack and the baked bean  stalk by Collin 

Stimpson

Autumn Spring Summer

7 weeks 2 days 7 weeks 5 weeks 3 days 6 weeks

How have toys and games changed within 

living memory? 

Why do different countries have 

different climates? 

What can we learn from famous 

artists- Lowry and  Van Gogh  

How do you design and make a 

breakfast preserve? 

What memorable landmarks are in our 

local area?  

What plants and wildlife do we have 

on our school grounds? 

5 weeks 3 days 6 weeks 3 days

Read, Write, Inc

Lost in the Toy Museum By David Lucas
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TextilesCutting, shaping, joining – 

making a puppet to tell a story.

Henry’s Holiday by Gillian 

Shields

Meerkat Mail by 

Emily Gravatt

Letters

Valuing Difference
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Traditional Tales (3 

weeks)

How do Christians show they are 

thankful at Harvest?

Why do christians give gifts at Christmas? Story 

from the viewpoint of the animals

What does prayer mean to 

Christians?
How do Christians celebrate Easter

Rights and responsibilities

Measure 

(length and 

height)
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Computer Science  Maze 

explorers Digital Literacy Online 

safety

Mechanisms Wheels and 

axels – designing a new toy

MultiplicationReview 

Number and place 

value (numbers to 

40)

Addition and 

subtraction

Conservation and nature

Journey story 
Adventure story (3 

weeks)

Human and physical features of school and 

local environment. Map skills and fieldwork

Growing and changing

Reflect, Rewind and Replay= the history of 

Music, focusing on present and past pieces 

of Music. 
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Football and Catching and passing and 

gymnastics travelling and balancing

Round and Round-Use one type of 

instrument and compose and 

perform a piece of Music. 

Athletics  and dance in pairs and as class

Shelter building

Athletics 

(Running, throwing catching and skipping 

based based)

and Dance -weather

Use Your Imagination responding to 

different pieces of Music using voice 

and instruments.  

Animated Story- Information 

Technology

How do we appreciate the natural world?

 3D-models of creatures, class spider sculpture.    

 Louise Bourgeois.

Plants- Link to conservation/outdoor 

learning

Coding Computer Science 

Division

Information leaflet 3 weeks
Letters    (2 

weeks)

Non-chronological 

report (3 weeks)

Instruction writing - DT (2 

weeks)

Character flaw story – 

Pinocchio (3 weeks)

Me and My Relationships Being my Best

Games-carrying and balancing and Gymnastics-

balancing

Games- spatial awareness and 

Dance 

Descriptive writing Finding story 
Non chronological 

reports – animals 

Geometry 

(properties of 

shape)

Addition and Subtraction 
Addition and 

Subtraction (within 20)

Number and place 

value (numbers to 

20)

Number and place 

value (numbers to 

10) Pl
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Why is baptism so important to 

Christians?

Food: Cutting– design a breakfast 

preserve

Keeping Myself Safe

Games and toys through 

living memory

Textiles- colour mixing, abstract 

art, paper weaving

 Jasper Johns, Beatriz Milhazes

Animals including humans 

(discrete)
Compare animals in Australia with UK animals
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Everyday materials - Apply knowledge 

to making things

Hot and cold Countries- Climates. 

Comparing human and physical 

features.  

C

h

r

i

s

t

m

a

s

 

L

e

a

r

n

i

n

g

Artists from the past

Games -attacking and defending 

and Gymnastics-travelling and 

mirroring

Rhythm -Learning about 

different Reggae and Hip Hop 

Music, 

Fire and navigation

Lowry and Van Gogh (Spring 1)

Painting-people/children, whole class 

piece

In The Groove-Improvise using 

voice and instruments during a 

piece of Music. 

Hey You! Singing and 

improvising Hip Hop

Seasonal changes

Everyday materials

The country where we live Locational 

knowledge map skills and fieldwork
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